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The Institute for Zionist Strategies is an independent non-partisan

organization dedicated to the preservation of the Jewish and democratic
character of the state of Israel, according to the principles of Israel's
Declaration of Independence.

The Institute strives to promote human rights within Israel in the spirit of the
principles of freedom, justice, integrity, and peace as prescribed by the Jewish
Heritage.

The Institute strives to fortify the bond between the Jews in the Diaspora and
the state of Israel, according to the values of Zionism.

The Institute engages in research, formulation and advancement of programs,
training of young leadership, organization of policy conferences, seminars,
and field study missions, and in other activities to strengthen the State of

Israel as the National Homeland of the Jewish People.

DYV 9546306 : TIPMI ,8 1Y) DY 1IN
8 Am Veolamo St., 9546306 Jerusalem
Tel. 4972 2 581 7196; Fax: +972 2 532 2422
info@izs.orq.il; www.izs.org.il
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does not qualify as "religious services" and also because the
religious councils lack the professionalism and expertise of the
designated welfare organizations.

Secondly, regarding other funding (private and governmental),
we propose that the religious councils be regulated by formal
and binding rules of transparency and that they be required to
publish the criteria by which they allocate funding and to file
public and timely reports listing the organizations funded, the
amounts given, and the results achieved regarding each
allocation.



Abstract

For many years, the local religious councils have distributed
donations and food parcels for Pesach (kimcha depischa)
valued at millions of shekels.

This study reveals disturbing findings about these donations.

The study demonstrates that the overwhelming majority of
audit reports examining this issue over the last two decades
have found that the distributions have been made without any
relevant criteria. As a result, the kimcha depischa donations do
not necessarily reach those in need. Moreover, some financial
support is given instead to organizations ineligible for
assistance that allocate their funds for religious services.
Significant problems were found regarding the absence of
proper governance: A lack of supervision over the utilization of
the funds, money granted being used for the provision of
services rather than the assistance of the needy, and the
transfer of funds by religious council already in deficit.

Most disturbing, on more than one occasion financial and
kimcha depischa donations aroused reasonable suspicions of
dishonesty and corruption. In many cases, it was found that
money designated for financial support and kimcha depischa
were distributed personally by politicians, and in a number of
instances, funds were apparently transferred by the religious
council to non-profit organizations headed by senior officials
from the religious council.

There were also cases in which kimcha depischa funds were
used by the religious council for the explicit purpose of
strengthening the power of specific political parties.

Recommendations:

Firstly, we propose that the religious councils be forbidden
from distributing kimcha depischa, both because this charity
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