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The Institute for Zionist Strategies is an independent non-partisan

organization dedicated to the preservation of the Jewish and democratic
character of the state of Israel, according to the principles of Israel's Declaration
of Independence.

The Institute strives to promote human rights within Israel in the spirit of the
principles of freedom, justice, integrity, and peace as prescribed by the Jewish
Heritage.

The Institute strives to fortify the bond between the Jews in the Diaspora and
the state of Israel, according to the values of Zionism.

The Institute engages in research, formulation and advancement of programs,
training of young leadership, organization of policy conferences, seminars, and
field study missions, and in other activities to strengthen the State of Israel as

the National Homeland of the Jewish People.

DYV 9546306 : TIPMI ,8 1MV DY 1IN
8 Am Veolamo St., 9546306 Jerusalem
Tel. 4972 2 581 7196; Fax: +972 2 532 2422
info@izs.orq.il; www.izs.org.il
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civil in nature. Further the present system of supervision by the
Ministry of Religious Services jas led to a failure in implementing
the law.



Abstract

This study examines the laws of commerce and employment on
the official

The Law for the Right to Alternative Civil Burial that was
legislated in the Knesset in 1996 should have constituted a
revolution in burial services in Israel, enabling State funding for
any citizen requesting a civil burial. This position paper will show
that despite the fact that 20 years have passed since the law was
passed, it is in practice only rarely implemented.

The paper seeks to highlight the great importance in promoting
civil burial for all sectors of the Israeli population:

Firstly, an acute need for civilian burial exists for those citizens
defined as "of no religion" or whose religion is "in doubt", a
population numbering in excess of 300,000, the majority of
whom are immigrants from the former Soviet Union. Secondly,
civil burial will enhance personal liberty and enable every person
to be buried according to the dictates of his conscience. Thirdly,
promoting civil burial will reduce the long-standing friction that
exists between the general public and the religious
establishment on issues such as the engraving of non-Hebrew
words on gravestones, the burial of stillbirths and the nature of
the burial ceremony. At the same time, the religious
establishment will gain a larger degree of halakhic independence
with less intervention on the part of the civil courts. Fourthly,
promoting civil burial will prevent the phenomenon of illegal
burial in exchange for exorbitant payments prevalent today in
many rural settlements.

In summary, this position paper recommends transferring the
jurisdiction over the domain of civil burial from the Ministry of
Religious Services to the Ministry of the Interior. Such a transfer
of authority would be justified for two reasons. Considering
normative reasons, the Ministry of Religious Services would
seem an inappropriate body to supervise procedure that are
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